Annual Sports Festival
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Recently our Tanashi High School students got to enjoy a day filled with
adrenaline, competition and excitement: The Sports Festival. Although, there were
potential doubts about the weather and if those rain filled clouds would hold out or
not. But after some rescheduling, and back up days, our annual sports festival was
still able to go full steam ahead! This year would be the final sports festival for our
third-grade students, while a novel experience for our first graders. Each class
showed off their team colours and class designs with colourful t-shirts, ideal for
knowing who to cheer on!

Prior to the sports festival, students had been arriving before school starts
and staying after school just to practice for the events and planning out their best
strategies and tactics. The dedication and commitment of Tanashi students could
be seen and felt around the school leading up to the event. The day started with the
handing over of the trophy and flag from the previous winners followed by words of
support and encouragement from the principle. The students then underwent a
warmup, led by another student, before they started their games.

A number of events took place such as arelay race for each grade, jump rope,
tug of rope, caterpillar relay, bohiki and kibasen. Each sport bought excitement,
encouragement and waves of support in the form of cheers and chants. The most
exhilarating and perhaps the fiercest event was bohiki for our female students which



involves two teams on either side of the field having to race to be the first to grab the
pole from the middle and take it to their side of the field. This game requires speed,
strength and most importantly: teamwork! In this exciting game, students bought
their strength together to try and pull the poles away from their rivals. It was great to
see Tanashi High School’s competitive spirit on full display in this game! The male
students also had their chance of fighting fun with kibasen, a kind of ‘cavalry battle’.
Here, each class had to work together as a team turning their classmates into
‘horses’ and ‘riders’. Strategy mattered most here as this game required strength,
endurance and agility. Once the boys were securely planted on their classmates,
‘the horses’, the person responsible for the attacks, ‘the rider’ would wear a cap. The
riderwould thenrely on their horse to charge ahead so that they can steal theirrivals’
cap. This game was thrilling to watch, and it was great to see the teamwork of all our
students! Another exciting teamwork filled game was the caterpillar relay. Here, our
students were tied together at the feet, representing the caterpillar, and they had to
move as one unit, in sync, to race ahead and pass on the baton to their classmates.
To remain focused students chanted their steps to maintain their pace, although at
times maybe not everyone was in sync as a few caterpillars collapsed, but team
spiritdid not! Students were keen to get back up, retie their legs and get going! It was

great to see students enjoy themselves, well done to everyone who participated!

The competition was fierce throughout the day with students energised to
claim that first place, However, there could only be one winner and this year it was
class 5! They performed phenomenally throughout the day to walk away with first
place. Well done to everyone in class 5 and all the students for their unrivalled and
continuous effort throughout the day.
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